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Dear Colleague:

Jake and the Migration of the Monarch is more than a children’s book. It is an exploration of the world around us and the world beside us, an intergenerational journey of finding our way home.

Jake is a little boy who notices a stream of butterflies soaring past his island home. He gathers his mother to his side and the two watch as this miracle of nature unfolds, cementing their bond and realizing their own place in the world. The monarchs position themselves in the wind to find their way home, just as children do with their own families. 

“That image came to me from my father, who was a pilot in World War II,” said O’Connor. “It is a universal truth that we all search for our place in the world and are comforted by the ever-open arms of home.”

Author Crystal Ball O’Connor, Ph.D. received her doctorate in Education and Human Development from Peabody College for Teachers, Vanderbilt University.  She and illustrator Valerie Bunch Hollinger, MSW and portrait artist, have worked for years to improve educational opportunities for young children, with particular concern for a rich arts environment and early literacy.  O’Connor and Hollinger have traveled a fascinating journey from Greenville County school board members to book publishers.

Their publishing company - Monarch Publishers www.monarchpublishers.com – was started to bring this delightful story and related educational resources to the public.  And they intend to keep going with more books and those of other children’s book authors. 

They began with a dream and forged ahead, learning as they trudged along, and ended up a high-quality book that reminds readers of such timeless tales as The Little Prince and The Talking Eggs.

We recognize the contribution you make to high quality children’s literature and are honored by your close consideration of Jake and the Migration of the Monarch.  Please contact us if you need additional information at 864-979-8554 or cbjwo@aol.com.

Sincerely,

Karen
Karen Goot 

Master of Arts in Teaching, Northwestern University

Business Manager
400 North Main Street, #405


Greenville, South Carolina 29601 
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